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Looking	 back	 at	 a	 career	 that	 has	 taken	 quite	 a	 few	
unexpected	turns,	Dr.	Linda	Rhodes	laughs,	“It	was	quite	a	
ride!”
After	 turning	 down	 a	 PhD	 program	 in	 theoretical	
mathematics,	 she	 discovered	 a	 passion	 for	 veterinary	
medicine	 while	 living	 on	 a	 California	 commune,	 milking	






town	 of	 Hop	 Bottom,	 Pennsylvania,	 to	 become	 a	 resident	
while	completing	pre-vet	courses.	
At	Penn	Vet,	“We	had	a	number	of	strong	women	leaders,	







riding	 around	 in	 the	 truck	 with	 a	 woman,’	 and	 ‘Physically	
women	can’t	do	this	kind	of	work,’”	she	said.
After	 a	 short,	 reluctant	 stint	 in	 a	 small	 animal	 practice,	
she	 was	 finally	 accepted	 to	 a	 clinical	 internship	 at	 Utah	
State	 University.	 She	 continued	 working	 locally	 after	 the	
internship,	 focusing	 on	 herd	 health.	 At	 the	 time,	 she	 was	
the	only	female	large	animal	veterinarian	practicing	in	Utah.	
Her	 path	 led	 back	 east	 to	 Cornell,	 where	 she	 was	 asked	
to	 teach	 part-time	 in	 the	 bovine	 palpation	 lab.	 After	 a	
sabbatical	 teaching	 embryo	 transfer	 to	 veterinarians	
in	 Israel,	 where	 she	 was	 the	 only	 female	 large	 animal	




After	 earning	 her	 PhD,	 Rhodes	 pursued	 a	 new	 career	
direction:	pharma.	“I	saw	an	advertisement	for	a	pre-clinical	




She	 worked	 on	 developing	 human	 drugs	 using	 animal	
models.	 “Then,	 Merck	 formed	 a	 joint	 venture—an	 animal	
health	 division	 called	 Merial.	 I	 headed	 up	 the	 clinical	
research	 department,	 focused	 on	 drugs	 for	 cattle,	 which	
was	right	up	my	alley,”	she	said.
In	 2001,	 Rhodes	 left	 Merial	 to	 co-found	 AlcheraBio	 LLC,	
a	 consulting	 and	 contract	 research	 organization	 [CRO]	
focused	 on	 the	 animal	 health	 industry.	 “By	 the	 time	 we	
sold	 the	 company,	 we	 were	 running	 clinical	 trials	 for	 all	
top	 10	 animal	 health	 companies	 in	 the	 country	 as	 well	 as	
half	a	dozen	companies	from	Europe,”	she	explained.	“We	
pioneered	 an	 industry.	 There	 was	 not	 a	 big,	 full-service	
animal	health	CRO	in	the	U.S.	prior	to	AlcheraBio.”




the	 animal	 health	 industry.	 The	 venture	 capital	 investors	
had	 discovered	 animal	 health	 and	 were	 willing	 to	 invest.	
We	have	over	20	drugs	in	development.	Aratana	has	grown	
exponentially,”	she	said.
For	 Rhodes,	 several	 paths	 in	 veterinary	 medicine	 have	
converged	 with	 remarkable	 synergy.	 And	 she	 provides	
guidance	to	women	who	are	finding	their	way	to	leadership	
positions	 in	 the	 animal	 health	 industry.	 “We	 still	 need	
a	 lot	 of	 encouragement	 for	 women	 as	 they	 rise	 up	 in	
their	 careers	 and	 encounter	 less	 pay	 for	 equal	 work,	 for	
example,”	she	said.
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